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Abstract
On Grammaticalization of Japanese and Thai Emergence Verbs
Kiyoko Takahashi Rumiko Shinzato
Kanda University of International Studies Georgia Institute of Technology

‘Arrive’, ‘get’, ‘know’ and ‘suitable’ have been identified as source grams for the target lexical item
expressing ‘ability’ (Bybee, Perkins & Pagliuca 1994; Heine & Kuteva 2002; Traugott & Dasher
2002). Furthermore, it is generally believed that ‘root possibility’ or ‘participant-external
possibility’ evolves out of ‘ability’ or ‘participant-internal possibility’ (Bybee et al. 1994; Sun 1996;
van der Auwera & Plungian 1998; Heine & Kuteva 2002; Traugott & Dasher 2002): ability > root
possibility.

Through the study of corpus data both from Japanese and Thai, this study found amazingly similar
grammaticalization paths in them regardless of the genetic unrelatedness of the two languages.
Specifically, this study claims that:

1) ‘emergence’ should be added to the list as a source gram since in both languages, it is the
emergence verbs such as naru and dekiru (Japanese) and ddy (Thai) that evolved or are
evolving into a modal for ability;

2) the directionality of change was from root possibility to ability, not the other way around, as
schematized below;

Path 1: emergence > change + resultant state > mood copula
Path 2: emergence > root possibility > ability
Non-modal & - Modal

3) the potential meaning (root possibility) was triggered by the existence of a negative
element.

The semantic expansion from non-agentive emergence verbs to acquire the agentive sense of
‘ability’ is illustrated as a process whereby conversational implicatures are conventionalized by
‘pragmatic strengthening’ (Traugott & Konig 1991).

On a more language specific note, this paper disputes the view permeated through the existing
studies that the original meaning of Thai ddy is volitional, as in ‘get’, or at least requires a certain
human being to become the possessor of something emerged, as in  ‘acquire (come to have)’
(Enfield 2000, 2003, 2004; Matisoff 1991; Meesat 1997; Diller 2001). Incorporating the findings
from the corpus data and facts overlooked or dismissed before, this paper argues that Thai ddy was
a non-volitional emergence verb.

Finally, this paper suggests that these two opposing directions of semantic change, namely root
possibility > ability, or vice versa stem from their typological difference between Japanese / Thai
and English / Chinese as ‘situation-focus’ vs. ‘agent-focus’ languages (Hinds 1986), or
BECOME-languages vs. DO-languages (Ikegami 1991).
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> [dédy 4§ E/BHET S (FITAD) (17

#£2 :dayn THBL 7»5 E{bE ZORERIREE ] ~DOEKRZElL

THEL 226 TH[RE) ~
[day B4 A
[haa <E ./ £&Fah)] (B [ EEE ddy #a4 5n]] T RETHS, BESHE LY (23)

>[Ma%/-nb%ﬂﬁﬂ&uﬂngmﬁwm E/ -3 MEETHS, HELLZW (24
> [EhFAA)] (BEeia) [(SERE day] ~n, HE L2 CRER)  (25)

> [BEhEA)] BERE day ~HE LA GRIAR ATRE (26)
> [BhF4)] ddy ~MWFEEEE (27)

3 :dayn B b THHE] ~OERZEL

m%@rwma%@#%m E] ZRIEXNOEH R ORI TO@Y Th 5, BELFALZETY)
HA B i 2 HEVIBBBEERTHAMENENDLENS ] LW EERKINT- D ThoT- L
bnéoﬁwf\%ﬁ%ﬁ@@wwwﬁémﬁnéﬁﬁ@ﬁ\ﬁi%@%%ﬁ%ﬁm#%%/*%%%ﬁﬁ
AN meﬁiﬁﬂﬁjﬁgfmw%/%ﬂﬁj:——Wbotooib BEMSRENR &) %
ETAFNETICRBESIN TV TEZON, FOMOEK (B —i) 2FTLAFANLERINS YTk,
BWRO— LD EATT Lo TRV, AKX AZETIE TAOL LI PHIRT S (FOFE., ZOANE
@%/%imﬂnéﬂ&wéﬁ%%%ﬁfkﬁ%ﬂﬁ[mw%/%ﬂﬁhkwé%ﬁﬁi<ﬁbn5:kﬁ
T T2, FOEFBEDOHDTHD [ZORR, TZOADBZEDOE ) ZFIZIAND] EWIEREFE. 20
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(B L FORERIREE) 2FET RN EE LI LICLoTAEEFNTE B TH A, FICEDE I BF
DAND TFRLWE /| b T/, BERT /| ThhuE, TOMNTHESO L EICHALEZZDOE ) & H
BDEIIWCT D, T<BRRZETHD,

#EO [HhE)] 2RI (FTET—FV) OSTEEORBEIILLTO®EY TH 5, [ &2 OfE SIRHE)
FRIWROGEIL (day 4540 3 [dady £/ &ian)) ~ZB Lz, [A6E] 2R3 BRoEa1F.
LEFEEEY THERE diy BEAFR LW oTEND [EELGTHA] NEHT [HER diy) (221 LT,
Za—H& A4 TR LT 22 v EREMCo A6 4 /B2 &, Bhdaicikked 2 dayld < OFE 7 B8 G E
TETH5 (EFE 2005, %< DA, T8 (A) 120X HET] LW o EkEZFThda > BN ERN, %k
() o [HERE ddy) 13 T(HALTUIFLWHETHHIDIZ, HDHWE, HELZWETowELROR
ME) L THHE LW LW BRAER T, WIEIC TR dady) 134 RBWORITES () 2L 5
E2127 ., I'RiEk) 2KT X212 -oTWnW<, £ LT IEFEA] SEE: ddy) &) TERDE S <4,
DIRIATIRE) £ TARET—F AR E LTSNS L 92k d, T 206 ERO [[#Eh)] ddy) &
WOTBRNIRZEL., THRE] —MRE2FT LN TEXDHREE—X /L& L THET D Lo 17207z,
PUTFICHARB 222 CRE N Z 5, $3 [EBbE ZofERIRE] 2R23EROFINS BT,

(19) dbay kwaan day sip sdon waa lee sdan sdok
with wide DAY 12 wah and 2 cubit
dbay stiun day sip cét waa khaa khéen
with high DAY 17 wah additional arm

ESF 12V — (filzaF-ES,. 2m) L2V —7 (b FE0SETOE X, 50em) . &
177 =B 1DESICRD (S)

(20) tee Puaythaan bia day ldaan sii séen sii mwiwn
CONJUNCTION  give alms cowrie shell DAY 1,440,000
T (XA T HAEE) ZMiL, 1,440,000 (2725 (S)
1) pluiuk  may taan nii day sip sii  khaaw
grow plant palmyra palm this DAY 14 year
IoF—r (WHEYY) OREET, 142D (S)
(22) kuu pay thdo baan thdo muwiarn
PRONOUN g0 attack  country attack  country
day chdan day nuan day pua day naar
DAY elephant DAY elephant DAY man DAY woman

day nwan day thoan
DAY silver DAY gold
FATE A 250, ERFICAY . A BFICAD, @EPFIZA-T (S)

day Dk A DAFMIE, (19)Q0)QN)D KA TldhEM& s &£ L C\\5, ([EFEIA] [ddy BELFA &
IRITE - T, (I TIEEEMOILEN 2550, BENMLRVICRDZENESN, QOTITEEEH L
T4 FITDZ ENRIN, QDTIEHAZE CCH4FEICRD I ENRINTWD, —HQ)DHI T, déy
W AFAMITIRRAN LR L Vo2 ) BR L TND, Eex 2B LEHEREFNLLOE ) NHELEZZ
N (B [day &n)]) WL > TRENTWD, ZDO X ) iIcdaylIgmEhiiamic v bsh <
FERLE L COHESRT / OB (B b ZofERRE) 28T L0 ho7d, SbICAM4ATANEEL
RALGEIIE, FOADOY EIE BHELT B L0 BREPIRIICER T, ZOAREDE . ZFIZAN
5 EWVHIEHATRMENR (FR) b X2hd, 29 LEEEEROERITIE TAOL &ITE /) BT
UL, BRZOEITEDANDE 72D | LIERT D54 OFEHGwmIOHERL H 5, AD L5 7% Tday 4
Faf) EvoERuL, MEE] [ddy 4FA)]) E WO TBRDBIRELIZLDOTHD B2 b5, ek, I[E)
FaA)] [day BeEA A &0 D BT X A 55 CIIE b D B ANE - T D, BRSIEATEL A TRV,
EVL B ARl oI Z SR RITIRIE TIXIEE A DR, ddyE N S TEEREALFANR
Z6NTZ0 . dayDib Y iZpenifEbivi=n 35,

@) H7OHNE THIEE] HIEOHITH 5,

(23) flun khon ?an cak rau bun tham
people RELATIVE PRONOUN MODAL know virtue right principles
haa mi? day laay laay
seek NEGATIVE DAY many INTENSIVE
TP (L) 259 LT A ERLTHRLTEHITR 6 (S)
(24) haa khon rdu cak thée lee mi? day laay
seek person  know true CONJUNCTION  NEGATIVE DAY INTENSIVE

EZHS>TWABAZETE, &< Bonbn (S)
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(25) cak nap lee mi? day
MODAL count CONJUNCTION NEGATIVE DAY
Bz EHETDHN, 2N (BUZEEDR L) (S)
(26) yuu bda day
stay NEGATIVE DAY
JEHZEmTERY (A)
27 phra?on pen phanaknaan ca? raksaa hay haay day
PRONOUN COPULA official MODAL cure CAUSATIVE disappear DAY

PBRAKIEREL L TESTZ B TED (R)

@3)DOFITIX, T8 (h) OBEMGETH D FESHE (ME) 28595 LT A4 (MEIZRET D A %) |
ERIALFNNTEEE LTCLEHICH TS, TRODALZEZELTHEEIIHIA LN NnHI 2 EEE£L T
W5, QHOBNE, (23) & [ CEIFIAE DIV TV D 23, JefTHT & i Bt alee CTREIZIL TR Y . IAIEIT
HDHZENT-oEV LTS, Fio, 23)DdaylTiEs KT 450 %E > TR, 24)Ddayl X TR
bNTV3E, THEIZHS> TWAAEHET, 2L T, @<HBLARWL] 2o ZEEF, 25095 Aide< BRon
LRNEWVWIEIRTH D, Q5DFIL. [EERE dady] OB L L CRITEICEARFFEN LY & TR
FERR] DBEWRAERT LRSI EE2RTHITHD, Hzxd, £ LT, ERLRW] LWHZ &id, #x
THEZUNAZNEVWIBERTH D, Q6ODHNIE. EHIZ [FERE ddyl DEWORLAEL, HED IR
FER ZRTOTIERL NREATFEE] W) BT—FNAREREELETIIICRoZZ 2RI TH D, (26)
RPN ESTIEDLZENTERNVLEWVWIBERTH D, (27) OFIIE. daynEERT R[] 2K T LI 1C
ol Z L ERTHITHS, QDIFEFEEZ L CTETZENTELLEWVIREAMREOEKREZR L TV 5,

3. ER

AFEDOIHIS, 25, TES, daylZRI CEWHEZFRI CNEF CES L CER I ERHLNE o7 (B
1), £10FEIRKOEWRHEEEAICELD, F2RBOBWAEEESICEL D, THH] v
FERADOBIRAENGIRE LT 128k Z2ORERIRE), TA—Fav=F), TAEE (RILFTEER L OBESI AT
BE) ] EWVWIH ZNENOEMRAIEIZONWT, ENOOEBEMHAEN EEN-REICEbTWA EEXLNDE
BT A OBESEME (MR, R ORFEEFEINIZR LT,

3 (s%)

HIEM HOJRRER 7. BRI HBLBIR 2 KT

oL 2o | HEBZ MO MEOHBRE LT

T A IRTE (THRENDFHEANZEIL LIZDTEAS D | ANRDEGERH-T-DESH 5| LD Hi)
L—Fave | ERRRHELRT

27 GREE LR O THERR 2 8 TRI> 7ohlim) & 9 RAERDS BRI R O 1221k & £ DOfERARE )

EWV O Y ERICERED SN THEIND)

F4 H 1 RBEOEWME
M (R | BRI HSZ2R) 72, BARRAEOHABAR L LS
AIHE
WKL AT RE WA AEE (HDWIEFRE) THDH I LakT
(THIRL TUE LW YEFRERAHBA L 2V OITRAATF S 206255 L) #iw)
RE/J FIHE REJJHIIZATEE (D WITARAIRE) THDHZ L a2 KT

(THBELZR2WITOLZFRNER LD UZADOENCRND LDEA S L) HEdw)

£5 : H2REOBENAHIE

ZITE, AREOSHEENDUTD 2507 —<Z WY FIFTELET 5,

3. 1.

i G AL

AMTERLILRS, TES, diyDFEHRE(IZL,

i LF - M & FRASFEEH O TT 5 5 Aamao e 23

PP OEWE LD E—F AR b0z LT TEBYL] (Traugott 1995) OFITHD W2 Db, ZiUL,
HORUDO Y & TEEHBOMHIMUIZF ST 28 CURKTFRIER) 725726 D08 WEIZE ML HE L,
FHEEERE O SURCIR I E BN CH ZOFEAEROERE LTINS N D Z L WNATREIC o7, BB E LTk
SMENTZ, Wb D [FERFRIIRIL ) (Traugott 1988, 1989; Traugott & Konig 1991) DFERTH D & o Ty,
FEARRITR(L O TE 41 2 7R 370 & D OB 2 AR TR Lz,

3. 2. HHGHH . TEETMT | X THORFOB Y Eb b #5%5 ]

WOLFTEED DIRBL) LT — RIS Z W HO—FRiRb DO TH D DT L, BEARTEED T8ES1) &3]
DEMEEILfFD > TO DB RO TH S, FEMAMIERZY T, FEROMHALHE (RAEE) Lk
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EI%%@%&@A@TWW LFTDONRNREDEZ T T L, AARGERIOX A FEO HBLBIEIX
ETRUATREZ R T L 21270 | %ﬂﬁ’% ENFAIEEDRLGD LI om 2 L2 AT 6T L, K
FRsOueR 1993 N ERT 5 20 DIRGLATRED HREJI FIRE~] & WD) FIREE — Z /L D ERZE LD ST mMElL ThE
AREZ DARPLATRE~] & WD THE TO@ER LT TH D, Zox R 2 >0 miE TEfEFERNeRSE
i (DO-languages) | X [HRF2AHEN72 E5E (BECOME-languages) | &5 200)%?&1@%'] (#h | 1981;
Ikegami 1987; kegami 1991) Z B L TV A D TlEZeond Bbivd, HAGETIEERICESEY TTEOH)
YEEOE A Z PO HRFE 2 #5592 O Tlde <, @jWI’?’%@fﬂ@?%ﬁ’%m%@”\f%aﬁﬁ?ﬁ% EXEN)
BOEDY ZWET HBAPRNEETH D Z ERER STV 5 A (Monane & Rogers 1977; Hinds 1986) .
A FELFE TNV & Ebitd, £ LT, TOSFEEMN 2, DRPLATEED HREST AT EE E~J L) ER
FALDF DA THD LZEXBNDH, ARERLHZAFETIE, ETAM @EE) OBEEPREIH Y & &
WHFATIE R, L LAFZOBAWICHIFES N, RICEL SIS WbIEz TS0 AH (ﬁ%ﬁ%) Rk i
BEEINAHMMPBRNEFT > TH LW,

ZDOXEIICHKREDOR Y Eo v G DA HAGES S A 551X, BEE o8 &2 /T3 2 Hmn
FRWIGERCHERE & EER PNED L 52 D71EA 5, RGBS H 2 WILEEE0 2
F7ZFICERT20 TR, Hx OFFEERETHRAbEN TS Z 9 L 5N (ZiERTL2 8
HEWREAGR, OV Gm L B R WA RISV TITEE TH DL Z LM L7z,

4. BbYIC

ARORFEIRD 3 BUZHB W TERECEH B L OSGHEERORBICE G5 L Bbhs, H1ic,
BB TR E— A LB L A — Fa a5 OREFEChH S = L AR L, L&V 5 IR0 R EIHE
AL, 210, BAGELZAFEL V) REMICH B2 0 BRI b B = SFEC. HBBNE D AT
%%_ywmgw5§‘®i&M#t%T%D\é6 CIRBLATREE — & L) BRET) FTR %—¥WAkw55
WEALDO HRPERF L TH 5 Z EAPD NI Lz, #3310, BRI LI 2T 25T, Sl o
HEEEN ) CHBETRETHH 2 L 25 L7z,

R
ERROBRET, AP =— AZ Yy NEOLARR I A FEWEW e, L UEHOEEZR L2V, RBATED
MELT R TEEDOELICE D

1. Hﬂian HHEE—H VR B L TEBDOELIZ OV TIEER 1993 BEELRERZHNWTELI L Tn5b, A
D ATHEE — 4 LAy D SCHEARIC DU TR 1993 1F & 3517 JEFTHFZEIE 78\, 7272 L Meesat 1997 2SI dayod [
fﬁ (realization, realis) | FHV5 Ok EERIT Tday B1F4A]] —— 2 DWTHWERMR O 32— <2205 FEEEO A fil 4%
W% l/'( THTERATND (L2 LARE Clddayd 1581 RE~O30E iz 720Y) . Enfield 2000, 2003, 2004 1%
B EREMIZITN T A A FED dAy D SUFALIRIEIZ D WD TR GG 2 FoR LTV 5, S TEEAIO% A ICB N
55@%7& LT® lsuccess (k) | OEME (Inan sén day - THBRZ T, A L= 72 E) 205 Tean (FHE) |
DERANFERL TN ST E WIS Th D, FEANZRZED FIAPEIZ DWW TIARRE OIG & ZE H 72 A3, Enfield
DOARFNZLLT O S CAROIGEH & 72 %, (1) Enfield (3ddyd ATRET — X N ~DOFEWRIERICEER NG L T\ 5
LEZ TR, (2) dayDIAFET Tacquire = come to have (possess)| T 5 &% Enfield 1%, come to have] &
WHBEEEE Tean) E W OBEEDORIZIZA F=I—DBERH S, HIH [H5b0EFATHZ L34 LTHD
ZEMTEXDRNEFF O LIZ0703 % Ll Tsuccess] 235 lcan] ~DERENOE RIZE D LIz HERR DK A
TS ZEA2RELTWD, LA L Enfield 13 2 DRGEZ BT 5 HWRROSFEEEZ R L TRy, &mmmﬁ
FULEFFFAEIC L > TR LN SEEERLEITEBEI NI L O TIERVWDIEA S, XA BEOdIyD EWRE % 5
L 7= Meesat 1997 %, daylZt4 [sip nuin tok pen khdan phiiu nuin % 5% ) B35 NDT /12725’ &b‘ﬂ =
WaRLTWZERITWND, L2L Meesat DZEF TS HABNZIFEA 22— A EEARFRIS L OV = ¥ ¥ ERARFL
(13-18 fitfe) (MM 5 Tddy Bt Lo fas fJ)tﬁtL?ﬁ)UkO%) aimﬂ\m\ WhICE &, B
HHE LD N OFHEZRHEE T2 Tcome to have (possess)] &5 BEIRIL, B H AFEICBWTCH B, AMEE
BLTOHIUARCTEEESNDIERTH- T, dadyDFEAFE LTS 2720 (Takahashi& Methapisit 2004) ,

2. XA iEDdEy (:IbJZU%U)ﬂﬁ@ Tai languages TZAUTHAY 25 & TEFEDAE (B LU DM Sinitic languages
TENUTARY T 558) 1ZEIFGEDH 2 WIXEHBHRICH 200 Lo - HE ORI, < OFRENIT-& 0 L
ﬁ%ﬁﬁw&bf%%%ﬁﬁfwéoL#Lngw%@iﬁmﬁ%@ﬂﬁﬁkiéﬁ FHbWb, »™OTHAGE
OdaylIHEBLENGF CThH o 7o L W I AFOEFNIE LW &L, BENZR 155 (get) | &9 BElkE R T 2 T
’C%O?’J@E/\Fﬁ@amﬁ FZ 7y THBL) EWHE %%%TlIEEbﬂ’C&;otday&@F%L T, 2L, #

FEOAAEENEF X O BB R 1 BB Cldd 5 23, (715 - B Z R AFAITEE O% A (B HREEL
ﬂé{ifﬁ) WZBIND, BIxIX, Tmii FEWERT AT ~Bd D), Tkeat MBI ZE KT LM ~MPHBLT 5’
A

3. LiLldédy (BLOZEDMMOD Tai languages TaylZHM 3 25E) DOFEZRITIZREIFIEE (ability, capability) 238 £417TC

W5 EEZ D5 H D (Matisoff 1991; Diller 2001; Kullavanijaya 1996, Enfield in press), dayDF[AEE—4& /L& L
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TOEKREFFZEDORHEE —X /L can OEWRICEERO O blzELRGbEHBR IRV EBbhsd, ZA5EDW
REE— 2V OB MBI OV COARRE O RARL, RITN 1980 =1 1992 (23T VY,

4. KD X A FEXTFOEMICE T D HER 2D AR ORFNIB ARSI SN TV OIE > 25 L, Bl
XX A FEOFMIZE > TR LTz, FRABNIE LTI F O AN A EN-F K E2RT . S=Ra—% 1 FH
BEfR (13-15 D) 3 A=7=2 & PEFARML (14-18 tfd) (R=2—% A & 722 Y OmEFIIME L ZRA H %) ;
R=7 % F o FiE (1782-81F),

5. ¥&| 2FAETHL—FataT70dayix. 'E] #FETHL—Rat2T7Dpenk 3tz LT 5,

6. L7 L Meesat 1997 1% [ kée ARAFR)] OEKREZET S Z L7, Tdidy WELFN kée NHAFIR LoD
ERY AL didy Wdigsia] EWORRELDL LT [fEhicko T, HAVIESICEENT, HHWIT
MIEWERH DO T, FWe FICAND ] EWVWIHIEREZEIENTHIEEZ, TOELLLE UMY 7T Y —I
SYHEL TS,

7. BRBZRLTEBITI 5B HiE (Tday B@s))) 12 oW TIEBEEEE L,

8. UTdayz GiERAERDL 2N O OFFEERXOWT NN IRELZH 0 L Bbn by, MIBOBMRE E. D04
ZE|ZS D [4504) - Bi5i4) hda mi? ddy ~13H 0 1572\ |, Thda 454 - Bhgh) méy “~13H v iERvy), T4
F4) - whE4) kdo ddy ‘~TH Lvv ), TEhEIA] con déy oz~ ],

9. IEEVAEROE B AV CTHIERE ORE A ST BALIEBFE IOV THFSE L 7= Shi 2002 12, FEFED TEhF4) -bude (R
)] £\ D ATHE (not able) R TR OEEE RO & HITHEEL TV 5, BRI L > THINET STz,
A EIC HEEZ D72 Thu de 15720y | WO TERBIND Z LB o700, HEiaOBEHAPMAETR 2o
THATE E BEEINEHET D L9107 d &, BEEHO Tbu de ‘13720 ) IXRFBICFENIEWRE K-> T &, FERE
LT TEhEA) -bude] & \N5 RATEEZRTHRMBEAL LT, B9 512, T8hEaa) 85k bu de ‘~ L71=23, Beho
7221 EWHIERMN D [EhF4A] -bude ‘~F25Z ENTERVY | EWIHIBRICELLIZEWVWI DOTHD, Aa—FA
FiREft (13-15 itfd) Oa— R&FHird, YA LT OEHIE NI L > THiZEE T2 LB E o7z LI
KoL, AROmEY . BWELEO EETEAE R TEE (action verb) T 5 BDERZE(L & IEREM 2 BRRAIZE AL
%3385 (achievement verb) TH HdayD BRI & 2 FATICIH LD Z LI TERY, L LHERE & # A GEIXE
CINZFETH D, LT=nd> T, B O LJE TEIE ) & thie@ha 3 %92 X 5 12 o 72 2 & 3 fieh
FANELN TWZZN LOFFIOERE A Z S SR LIERAER TH S Z L3 WiEE bICYTUIELITH A ),
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